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dignitaries and Indian Canadians to their
land of origin. 

So Liberal MP and former health minis-
ter Ujjal Dosanjh was in India to attend the
event. “We grew up here and it brings per-
sonal and emotional satisfaction to attend
the Pravasi Divas,” he said on the first day of
the event.

Meanwhile, Dr Ruby Dhalla, Canada’s
Liberal Official Opposition Critic for Social
Development, arrived in Amritsar on Janu-
ary 4 to a warm welcome in her ancestral
state of Punjab. Declared an official guest by
the state government, Dhalla was showered
with flowers and garlands by government of-
ficials and well-wishers. 

In India for two weeks as part of a delega-
tion, Dhalla is addressing the concerns of her
constituents in the riding of Brampton-
Springdale, which boasts the second largest
population of South Asians in Canada. Her
15-member delegation comprises con-
stituents and stakeholders from her riding.
She also visited Jalandhar and met senior
Punjab government officials, including state
Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal and his
Haryana counterpart Bhupinder Singh
Hooda. 

“It is an honor to be an official guest of
the state of Punjab. I commend the Punjab
government for organizing this initiative,
which will help to solidify and enhance the
relations between the people of Punjab and
Canada. As part of this delegation I hope to
address the concerns that have been brought
forward by my constituents with regard to
fraud marriages, property issues, immigra-
tion and for enhancing the trade relationship

between India and
Canada,” she said.

Dhalla has ex-
tended an invitation
to Badal to host the
next NRI confer-
ence in her riding.
She also attended
the NRI Punjab
conference in
Chandigarh and the
Pravasi Bharatiya
Conference in New
Delhi.

In 2004, Dhalla

made history as the first
Sikh woman to be
elected to Parliament in
the western world.
Presently, the youngest
woman in Canadian Par-
liament, Dhalla will also
receive the Pride of India
Award by the Indo-
American Friendship
Group in New Delhi on
January 12.  

Meanwhile, Ontario
Minister for Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneur-
ship, Harinder Takhar, is
also currently in India.
Ontario, famous for its
Niagara Falls, is the busi-
ness and economic heart
of Canada and it ac-
counts for 42 percent of
Canada’s GDP and has
47 percent of Canada’s
high-tech industries.

Over half of all immigrants to Canada live in
Ontario, home to nearly 500,000 people of
Indian origin. 

Among other sectors, Takhar wants to tap
the expanding automobile sector in India.
According to analysts, India’s domestic auto-
motive sector is growing at nearly 20 percent
per year with exports at more than 35 per-
cent a year.

“Canada can forge useful connections
with the booming Indian auto industry,” says
Takhar.  

During his visit, the minister will also de-
liver the keynote address at the NRI Punjab
Conference in Chandigarh. 

RENU MEHTA
Toronto

THEY are in India to promote brand
Canada. They are the 35 members
of the Indo Canada Chamber of

Commerce’s (ICCC) business delegation,
who will not only attend the Bharatiya
Pravasi Divas in New Delhi but also ex-
plore the options of expanding Indo-
Canadian trade.

“Our objective is to brand Canada in
India and, as reputational intermediaries,
inform our friends in India about the ex-
cellent opportunities that Canada pre-
sents for Indian businessmen which can be
grasped for fostering a mutually beneficial
relationship,” said Sunil Jagasia, president
of the ICCC, before leaving for India on
January 2.

Delegates have joined the Chamber
from several cities in Canada, including
Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Montreal
and Ottawa. 

Jagasia predicts major opportunities in
various sectors where the two countries
can work together. “Ours will be a pan-
Canada approach. There is a huge oppor-
tunity, particularly in medium-scale indus-
tries and in manufacturing, especially in
the auto industry, biotechnology and
healthcare, environmental technologies,
infotainment, education and information
and communication,” said Jagasia. “We
expect that this visit will be another major
contribution of the ICCC in the expansion
of economic ties between Canada and In-
dia,” he added. 

Over the years, the ICCC has joined
hands with several trade, business and

government organiza-
tions from India.

“ICCC has entered
into a memorandum of
understanding (MoU)
with the Confederation
of Indian Industries
(CII) and has tradition-
aly interacted with the
India-Canada Business
Council (ICBC) in
Delhi. This year it is also
joining hands with the
IMC (Indian Merchants
Chamber) in Mumbai,”
said the president of the
Chamber that has been
in existence for the past
30 years.

A networking recep-
tion by the Canadian
High Commission, along
with ICBC, at Club
Canada has been orga-
nized for the delegates
who will have the oppor-
tunity to meet various In-
dian organizations.

“This provides an op-
portunity for our mem-
bers who are interested
in Canada-India business
ties to meet the officials from CII, ICBC,
IMC and FICCI,” said Jagasia, adding
that Harinder Takhar, an Ontario minis-
ter, will be the guest of honor.

During their visit, a round-table discus-
sion will be held in New Delhi and a
Global Conference in Mumbai. 

Takhar, along with Canadian trade

commissioners, repre-
sentatives from Export
Development Canada,
Canadian business lead-
ers and trade organiza-
tions, will participate in
the round-table discus-
sion held in conjunction
with the CII. The theme
is ‘Accelerating Trade
and Removing Barriers’
with focus on medium
businesses and trade and
business opportunities
that they represent for
the two countries.

“The purpose of the
round-table conference is
to glean the participants’
insights on the subject of
burgeoning opportunities
in emergent India in the
field of medium enter-
prises across sectors
where Canadian exper-
tise and experience, par-
ticularly of Indo-Canadi-
ans, is relevant. The
participants will also have
a chance to suggest ways
and means of connecting
the medium enterprises

in Canada and India in the fields of biotech-
nology and healthcare, environmental
technologies, infotainment, and communi-
cation technologies,” said Jagasia.

Meanwhile, the IMC is planning to
bring a delegation to Toronto and Vancou-
ver to hold joint events with the ICCC in
June 2008.

India’s surging economy lures Canadian officials...

“Our objective is to
brand Canada in 

India and inform our
friends in that country

about the excellent
opportunities that

Canada presents for
their businesses,” 
says Sunil Jagasia, 
ICCC president 

(Clockwise from top
left) Ruby Dhalla
during her Punjab
visit; Maxime
Bernier (left);
Harinder Takhar 
and Ujjal Dosanjh

The 35-member group will exploit trade opportunities to “foster a mutually beneficial relationship”

New HIV prevention
program for women 
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Toronto

STATISTICS reveal that almost half of the 40 million
people infected with HIV worldwide are women.
Taking a cue from the fact that HIV infection among
women is on the rise globally, the Alliance for South
Asian AIDS Prevention (ASAAP) recently launched
its ‘Desi Women HIV/AIDS Prevention Program’. 

The program, funded by the City of Toronto Pub-
lic Health, aims at spreading awareness on issues re-
lated to HIV/AIDS among South Asian women be-
tween the ages of 25 and 55 years, through
interactive workshops and outreaches at diverse
community venues like temples, street fairs and cul-
tural events. 

The program is also promoting anonymous and
confidential HIV antibody testing and the new Rapid
Testing, a preliminary test revealing the HIV status
in five minutes. With advancement in HIV medica-
tion, early detection of the infection can help man-
age the virus and improve a person’s long-term
health. Besides, knowing the HIV status can help
change the high-risk behavior that can put oneself
and others at risk.

Through workshops, presentations, support
groups and individual counseling, ASAAP provides
education on HIV/AIDS and works to break the
myths associated with transmission and exposure
within the South Asian community. ASAAP can be
contacted for free and confidential sexual health ser-
vices in different South Asian languages. 

The Desi Women HIV/AIDS Prevention Project
is looking for women volunteers to support the out-
reach sessions and workshops. Those South Asian
women in the age groups of 25-55 years who are in-
terested in volunteering can contact ASAAP’s
Women’s Outreach Coordinator, Prabha Sati, at
womenoutreach@asaap.ca or call 416-599-2727
(Extn 25). For more information on ASAAP’s pro-
grams and services, visit www.asaap.ca


